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ABSTRACTS
From Naivity to Pragmatism: 10 Years of Spanish
Participation in the European Diplomatic Machinery
Esther Barbé
In the ten years spanning 1986-1995, Spain, headed by the pro-european activist
President Felipe Gonzalez, sought to pursue its historical and geographical interests in
the Arab world, Latin America and the Mediterranean by pragmatically reorienting its
self-defined peripheral status in the European Union as a middle-size power within the
post cold-war international structures of defense and security. Today, the European Union
is no longer seen by Spanish leaders as the solution to the country’s internal problems
(source of a certain naivity in 1986). Instead, this article analyzes how the EU’s political
and defense structures have come to be regarded as a mechanisms which must be tempered,
pragmatically, by Spanish diplomacy. Top priorities have been Spain’s efforts to reform
the common foreign and security policy (CFSP) within the framework of the
Intergovernmental Conference and to “europeanize” the Mediterranean reality at the
moment of both EU enlargement (from twelve members to fifteen) and debate about the
EU’s interests towards the East. With more discretion since the arrival of the Popular
Party in government in 1996, Spain’s policy of prudent realism has continued. Reforming
EU institutions and the CFSP, and developing an European Defense Identity (EDI)
organized by the Western European Union and the EU as a complementary force to
NATO constitute Spain’s leading diplomatic objectives in the coming years.
The Foreign Sector of the Spanish Economy
Gonzalo Bernardos and Pedro Aznar
In the tenth anniversary since Spain entered the then demoninated CEE, this paper
analizes, by way of studying the foreign sector, the main repercussions that this integration
has had upon the country’s economy. Special attention will be paid to how broader commercial
and financial liberalization policies have affected both the magnitude and characteristics of
trade flows and the financing of the traditional deficit in the nation’s current account.
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Ten Years on the Road Towards Monetary Union
Joan Clavera
This article aims to interpret the Spanish exchange rate policy from the moment
Spain joined the European Community in 1986. Explicative clues are given as to the
reasons for the peseta’s entry in the SME in 1989 and for the subsequent discussions
surrounding the chance of fixing a parity with the German mark, chance considered
inadequate by many observers at that time. After considering the lack of coordination in
monetary and fiscal policies as keys to understanding the difficulties of the nineties, the
paper look at the monetary storms of 1992/1993, as well as recalls the string of devaluations
that the Spanish currency had to undergo. An attempt is made to bring to light the debate
over the peseta’s inclusion in the common currency; debate which, nevertheless, took
place too late to keep pace with with the events that surrounded the Intergovernmental
Conference in Dublin in late 1996.
European Community Environmental Policy: Issues,
Instruments and Results
Luis Franco Sala
In this paper the author examines the tools for environmental protection within
the European Community (EC), dating from the Treaty of Rome (1957) through to
the European Community’s Fifth Program of Environmental Action, which includes
proposals for up till the end of the century. Thus, the study covers the development of
the budding environmental policy for Europe- first outlined in the 60’s, then continued
on through the enlargement of the legal means featured in the Single Act(1986). For
the first time in the EC by such Act, policies demanding environmental and consumer
protection are introduced. 
The paper places further emphasis on the progress which the signing of the the 
Treaty of the European Union (1992) meant for EC environmental policy. Indeed, this
Treaty regulates economic growth, as long as growth is accompanied by environmental
protection and favors the quality of life. The Treaty also outlines measures designed to
face regional and worldwide problems. This article highlights the repercussions that these
regulations have upon existing Spanish codes as well as upon Spain’s position towards
environmental policy. Finally, the paper deals with issues contained in the European
Community’s Fifth Program of Environmental Action spanning the years 1993-2000;
Program carried out under the watchwords of sustainable development, and whose objectives
are in accordance with both the report completed by the Global Commision on the
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Environment and Development and the conclusions drawn from the World Summit on
the Environment in Rio de Janeiro (1992). This paper’s conclusions show that Europe’s
community environmental policies have not, as yet, yielded satisfactory results.
Political Transistion and Social Transformation in Hungary
Rudolf Tökés
Hungary’s postcommunist society of the 1990s is a work in progress revealing a pro-
democratic yet economically unsure population coming to grips with the effects of a series
of elite-managed political, socio-economic and institutional transformations. The country’s
process of reconcilliation and change has been driven by strategies and choices that have
come about between, on one hand, the public’s expectations surrounding political freedoms,
the market economy and the rule of law and, on the other, the nation’s political actors’
and institutions’ capacity for systemic reform.
From a “functionalist” and “geneticist” approach, this paper examines the legacy of
four decades of communist rule on present-day Hungary, highlighting Janos Kádár’s
political regime, the “golden years” of socialism in the 1960s, and the National Rountable
Agreement of 1989. While the accumulated effects of forty years of corruption, abuse of
power and a diminished civic competence since the failed revolt in 1956 still influence
the elites’ attempts to bring about systemic stability in the nation, the emerging civil
society shows confidence in free enterprise and democracy. However, this confidence
exists despite the fact that the political candidates the citizens have to choose from are
too often inept and constrained by the Kádárist institutional legacy.
Transfederal Relations in German Länders of the East:
The Brandenburg Case
Raimund Krämer
The first part of this article is devoted to an exposition by the author of the different
scientific points of view-among the internationalists, the constitutionalists, and federalism
scholars-about the presence and performance of regions and sub-state entities in
international society.
From here onwards, the author studies the problematic situation experienced in the
länders of Eastern Germany- most specifically Brandenburg- once incorporated into the
unified Germany. These länders became not only new members of a federal state belonging
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to the European Union, but actors in international society as well. The article ends by
tackling very specific questions, such as the allocation of the Funds for Regional Development
of the European Union and the issues surrounding trans-border relations with Poland.
Agricultural Elites; Economic Structure; 
and the Transition Towards Democracy in El Salvador
Ana Sofía Cardenal
This article addresses the process of democratization in El Salvador. More particularly,
it attempts to explain a political outcome: the Peace Accords that were achieved in this
country in January of 1992. Despite the attention recent theories about democracy have
placed on political variables and strategic behavior, this study focusses mainly on structural
factors emphasizing the role that such variables played in explaining democratic change
in El Salvador. The argument lay down here rests on Barrington Moore’s thesis regarding
the role of agrarian elites in democratic transitions. Based on his seminal comparative
study, he established that no democratic result could possibly emerge without an erosion
of the agrarian elite’s power base. As this article discloses, the Moore Condition was
fullfiled for El Salvador in the 80s, rendering possible the peace accords. One of the most
important consequences of the war -and the political and social processes that accompanied
it- concerned the changes that took place in the economy. Those transformations moved
El Salvador away from an agro-export economy to place it into a commercial and more
industrialized one, leading in turn to a weakening of the traditional agrarian elite.
Post-revolutionary Nicaragua: The Sandinista Labyrinth
and the Problematic Consolidation of Democracy
Salvador Martí
This paper focuses on a specific political actor of the latino-american left-the Frente
Sandinista de Liberación Nacional (FSLN)-and on its debates and conflicts at a time when
it lost both the reins of power it used to boast of, as well as a good deal of its previous
doctrinal referents. To begin with, the author examines the FSLN’s reaction after its
electoral defeat, and follows with an analysis of the re-organization of the Nicaraguan
political scene that came about as a result of the new correlation of forces at work within
the country. Subsequently, investigation is made of the socio-economic variables that
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were fruit of the neo-liberal policies implemented by the Chamorro administration, and
of the impact of these policies on the social fabric. Based on the above, the author studies
the nature of the debate and the conflicts created within the Sandinista movement and
the impact these debates had upon national political affiliation and the population at
large. In conclusion, the paper highlights some of the challenges the new situation in
Nicaragua presents to its political actors and to the institutionalized democracy developing
since 1979 in Nicaragua. After the so-called “lost decade” of the 1980s, will the nineties
be a decade of atonement?
Lebanon and The Syrian-Israeli Relations: an Analysis 
of Lebanon as a Microcosmos of The Middle East
Elvira Sánchez Mateos
The purpose of this article is to assert that the Lebanese conflict had its origins in
the domestic situation of the country, but that became acute, crossed the threshold towards
open war and finally reached a stalemate due to regional politics and specifically Syrian-
Israeli relations, a dynamics that determines the future of Lebanon.
Furthermore, the author states that despite the relative success of the Middle East
Peace Process in the Palestinian and Jordanian fronts, the eventual resolution of the
Lebanese conflict is intimately linked to the Syrian-Israeli dispute on the Golan Heights,
and that meaningful achievements on both issues are pre-conditions to fully normalize
the relations among the Arab states and Israel.
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